Usefulness of spiral computed tomography (dual-slice mode) for the detection of coronary artery calcium in patients with chronic atypical chest pain, in typical angina pectoris, and in asymptomatic subjects with prominent atherosclerotic risk factors.
The prevalence and extent of coronary calcium were retrospectively assessed by spiral computed tomography in 541 patients (mean age 62 +/- 9 years), of whom 101 had typical angina pectoris, 307 had atypical chest pain, and 133 were asymptomatic subjects with prominent atherosclerotic risk factors. The highest prevalence of coronary calcium was in men with angina pectoris (89%), whereas it was not detected in 48% of men and 56% of women with atypical chest pain.